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ITPUIIOT IIPOYYABABY PYIMCKOI CTPE/JBAYKOT
HAOPYJXABA Y CPBUIU
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Axncrpaxr: Pag je ioceehen nanasy ca nokanuitieitia Ilehune na Bumunayujymy
Haherom y ykoily y o6nuxy bynapa xoju je otipegemer xao ipo6 (G,295). Ilpeg-
Mmetli je uspaher 0g iueoiurbcke KOCHU U CACTHLOjU ce 0g UUNUHGPUUHOT tiena y
KoMme je yceueH #rveb y 06nuKky namiunuuHoi cnoeéa V u naciiaska y eugy gysei
wipHa kpyxHoi ipecexa. Vako je tipegmeiti peoOUITIHO OKAPAKTTEPUCAH KAO YUl-
8Uja UnU Kby 3a WIRUMOBAbE HUUAHOT UHCTHpyMeHa (nupe) ayiiop yiuephyije
ga ce 3atipaso pagu o geny ciipespaqxe olipeme, 0GHOCHO ,jaxady teiiuee” umu
HOKY Koju je Hekaga 6uo ycahen Ha 3agrem geny iliena citipene og wwpcke. Ko-
witianu HoK ca Bumunayujyma, go ganac jegunu tiaxae Hanas us Cpouje, ga-
{fi08aH je Ha ocHosy cipatniuipaduje u Upattiehux Hanaza u3 cnoja y iepuog
ioueinixa I1I sexa.
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ON AN ARROW NOCK FROM VIMINACIUM -
CONTRIBUTION TO THE STUDY OF ROMAN
ARCHERY EQUIPMENT IN SERBIA

Miroslav B. Vujovi¢

Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Philosophy,
University of Belgrade

Abstract: This paper is dedicated to the find uncovered in a Roman well iden-
tified as a grave (G, 295) from the locality Pecine at Viminacium (Serbia). The
object is made of animal bone and has a cylindrical body with a V shaped notch
carved on the back end. The body continues in the form of a narrow and long pin
with circular cross-section. The object was originally published as a tuning peg
(key) for string instrument (lyre), however, the author concludes that it actually
represents a piece of archery equipment, that is, a nock that was once implanted
on the back of the arrow shaft made of reed. Based on the stratigraphy and other
finds from the same layer, the bone nock from Viminacium, up to date the only
such find in Serbia, is dated in the beginning of the 3" century AD.
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OBUM pajioM >KenuMo Ja
laMO CKPOMaH JJOIPUHOC IIPO-
y4aBamy pUMCKe CTpe/bauyke
ompeme Ha 11y Cpbuje n ckpe-
HEMO TaXIby Ha jeflaH peflak
apxeosiomky Hanas (c1. 1) Koju
notnye u3 BummHanujyma.!
Pag mnpunaxxemMo y 360pHUK
nocsehen npocnasu 70. pohen- Cnuka 1. Hok 3a crpeny ca noxamrera Iehnue
JaHa yBaXKeHOT Kojere fip Mu- (Viminacium).
noma Jepruha, gyroropuirmer
npepaBaya Ha Operpemy 3a apxeonornjy Pumosodekor daxynrera y beorpany,
y3 XKeJby fia I'a jOlI IyTo IpaTe 10o6po 3hpaBjbe U Beiap AyX.

Hanas o xome he oBpe 6uTyu peun OTKpUMBEH je Ha PUMCKOj HEKPOIIOJN
[lehune yHyTap ykona y dopmu 6yHapa koju je onperierbeH kao rpo6 (G,295) u
MCTpaKeH 110 IybuHe o 7,10m.? IIpenmer je satedeH ynyTap 6yHapa y cojy ca
fiocTa Tenerna u rapa (nyomHa 4,45m), ca BehoM kommumHOM pparMeHTOBaHMX
KepaMIYKIX Cy/IOBa JIOKa/IHe M3pajie, Ne/IoBYMa CTAKIEHNX HOCY/a, IpeaMeTa
Off KOCTU U pOra, KMBOTUICKMX KOCTHUjy ¥ BUIIe I'BO3/IeHNX ekcepa. Ha ocHo-
By OCTaTaKa CIa/beHMX JbY[CKMX KOCTHjy Kao M KOHIIEHTpallMje PasmumauTUX
MOKPEeTHVX Ha/lasa Koju Cy IPero3HaTH Kao TPAroByU CyKilecuBHUX faha, 3aK/by-
4eHO je fia je fa ce paau o Tpoby y o6/mky 6yHapa Koju je ays>ke KopuiheH — of
nouetka II Beka o mocnenmux genennja 111 Bexa (Golubovi¢ 2008, 34, 99).

|
I

[Tpenmer je nspabeH je of XMBOTUICKE KOCTI U beroBa YKyIIHA Jy>KMHA
nsHocu 6 cm. CacToju ce of UMIMHAPUYIHOT Tena npeyHuka 0,8cm u gyXuHe
2,5cm y KOMe je ycedeH >k/beb y 061Ky TaTMHUYHOT ¢/ioBa V ca 3a06/beHNM
nomuM fienom. Jybuna xpe6a nsHocu 0,8cm. Y HaCTaBKY IpeMET je Cy>KeH y

1 Osaj pag je pesynrar paja ayropa Ha mpojekry 177007 xoju ¢unaHcupa MUHMCTApCTBO
[IpOCBeTe, HayKe 1 TEXHO/IOLIKOT pasBoja Pemy6rnke Cpbuje.

2 VicrpaxuBame je HPEKMHYTO Ha IIOMEHYTOj AyOMHM 360r IOjaBe MON3EMHNMX Bopa. Y
3ugoBnMa OyHapa Koju Cy Ouay IMpPEeKpMBEHY M3OMAIMOHMM CIOjeM MIOBade OTKPMBEHa
Cy ymyOmema 3a Ipefie ApBeHe KOHCTPyKIje KopuinheHe IPIINKOM Komama OyHapa:
Golubovi¢ 2008, 32.
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BUALY AY>KeT LVUIMHPWYIHOT TPHA KPY>KHOT Ipeceka (mpevnuk: 0,6cm) koju je
Ha Kpajy sammbeH. Maca npegmera usHocu 4,39g, mro ogrosapa 0,624 pumc-
Ke yHIUe (uncia = 27,4g) OZHOCHO HEIITO Mambe Off BPeJHOCTI jefjHe CEeKCTyJIe
(sextula = 1/6 uncia = 4,57g). IIpuinkoM mpBoOMTHOT IyONIMKOBamka OBaj Ha-
J1a3 je OKapaKTepyCaH Kao 4MBMja KMYAHOT MHCTPYMEHTA, OHOCHO Ka0 K/by4
3a mrumoBame nupe (Golubovi¢ 2008, 34, 99, kat. 9). VMako cy unBuje My3nd-
KIX MHCTPyMeHaTa oTBpheHe Ha nojenuuuM nokamuretnMa y Cpouju (Diana,
Sirmium) (Petkovi¢ 1995, XXXIX/5, Saranovi¢-Svetek 1981, 162, T IX/3), cma-
TpaMo ja je Hama3 ca nokaaureTa Ilehnne numao ppyraunjy Hameny. OBpe ce,
3aIIpaBo, pajy o jegHoM Ha Ty CpOuje M3y3eTHO PeTKOM JeNy CTpe/badke OIl-
peMe — KOIITaHOM jaxady TeTHBe, OfHOCHO, HOKY cTpere.>

3a pasnMKy O PUMCKMX BPXOBa 3a CTpejle KOjy Cy yITTaBHOM pabennu on
MeTaja ¥ HajmaxeHn y BeheM 6pojy 1 y pasHOPOIZHMM OOIMIMMA OCTA/IN erle-
MEHTH CTpeJIa, IOIyYT Teja CTpese, CTabluin3aTopa U APYrux jenoBa pahennx
OfI OpPraHCKUX MaTepujana (ApBo, Iiepje, KO>Ka) YIIABHOM CY, HEIIO3HAT! Ha TIIy
Cp6uje (Vujovi¢ and Cvijeti¢ 2018, 48-51, Fig. 7-11). Teno ctperne, Ha mpumep,
uspahyBaHO je TOKOM PMMCKOT Ilepyofia Off MaTepujaia OM/bHOT IOPEK/Ia, Haj-
vemthe of oprosapajyhe Bpcte apBera amu u Tpcke u porosu (Urechte 2013,
187). KommieTHuje o4yBaHe CTpese U3 PUMCKOT IIepUofia HajlaKeHe Cy y MOY-
BapHMM IIpefienMa ceBepHe EBporie wmm y cymnuM obmactuma JleBanTa mmm
Adpuxe, rze je 360r cnenMUIHNX KIMMATCKUX U NEJONOMKNIX YCIOBa IPO-
Hajlalbe OPraHCKMX MaTepuja Mambe uspakeHo. CTperie U3 BOIEHUX HEIO3UTa
u3 Hupama (Nydam) y Janckoj umare cy Tena uspahena ox 6opoor mmu jace-
HOBOT JipBeTa 1 cTabunmsarope off nepja nruina (opna, nabynga u rycke) mpud-
Bputhene karpanoM u ctpyHoM (Paulsen 1998; Jorgensen and Petersen 2003,
270, Fig. 15). JaceHOBO #pBO, peuyMo, OJINKYje Be/luKa I'yCTVHA, jadlHa ali U
€IaCTUYHOCT, 300T Jera je OHO OM/I0 OMM/BEHO y M3Paay CTpemdapcke opeMe
¥ TO KaKO CTpeJia TaKo U JIYKOBa, a/IU U Ap>Kaba 3a KOIba U Pas/IM4INTe ajTaTkKe.
Teno crpene mMorvo je 6utn nspaheHo u of Tpcke* amm u y KOMOMHALMj TPCKe
U jader, IIYHOT JpBeTa KOju Cy clajaHy jembeeM. Crpere ca mokamnTera Jypa
Eyponoc y Cupuju, Haxan Ieemum (Nahal Tseelim) y Jyneju u Kacp M6pum
(Qasr Ibrim) y Hy6uju nmare cy Teno of Tpcke Miu gpBeTa KOMOMHOBAHOT ca
tpckoM (Bishop and Coulston 2006, 167-168; Ahroni 1961, 19-20, P1. 9A-C).

Kop Tena cTpene, Beoma 0CeT/bUB Jle0 TMPeCTaB/ba YIPABO HErOB 3a/ by
Kpaj Koju je Ipefi oflanyibabe OclamaH Ha TeTuBy. OH je HeoCpegHo TpIieo
IPUTUCAK IIPWIMKOM 3aTe3ama TeTMBE JIyKa U MPey3MMao HbeHY KNMHETUYKY

3 Tlomarak o Ha3MBY OBOT Jlefla CTPE/e Y MOJIEPHOj CTPEMMYapCKOj TEPMUHONMOIUjU Jby6asHO
mu je mpyxuo Huxoma Yexpymh mnacmonmpanm crpenmyap u3 beorpaja, kome ce u
OBOM TIPUIMKOM HajUCKpeHMje 3axBambyjeM. Takohe 3aXBaHOCT HyryjeM U KONMETMHMIM
Nparanu Crnacuh-Bypuh, kycrocy Haponsor myseja y Iloxapesiry, koja Mut je o6e3benmma
kBamuTeTHY ororpadujy oBor Hamasa u ieTa/bHe MeTPUYKe MOJATKe.

4 TIInuHuje HApOUUTO MCTMYE KBa/mMTeT Tpcke ca Kpura m obama peke Peno xop maHaiime
Bonomwe (Bononia): HN 16.65.
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€HEeprujy HaKOH OfalNibama JE—
(Biro et al. 2012, 78). Kako 6mu feschings nock

HAMOTAJM CTPYHE

TeTMBa IPUIMKOM 3aTe3arba binding

NTyKa yBEK IPABWIHO U CHU- o

TypHO HaJjleTajla Ha 3afiibli JIeo 2.

Tefa CTperie, Ha IheMy je yCellaH

xmpe6 V mmun U obnmmka — mo- mm——m=—= TPUMANQ TENO CTPENE Al

3HAT Kao jaxaq TETUBE MJIN HOK.

lako He MHOrO yO4BMB,
OH TIpeACTaB/ba jefaH oOf Haj-
OUTHUjUX JienoBa cTpere (CII. 2).

On omoryhasa meHO nmak-
e MOCTaB/balbe U [pXKame Y
ONTMMAIHOM II0JIOXK3jy Ha Te-
TVMBM JIyKa, Kao U 60/be poKycupame KMHETUIKe eHepruje JIyKa Ha CTpey II0
ofanumany. Jlyra ynorpe6a HOKa cexe CBe JI0 MPANCTOPUjCKOT TIepUOMa° 1
Tpaje 0 AaHac Kajia ce oHM u3pabyjy of HajMOfepHIjUX MaTepyjana U y Beu-
KOM PAacIIOHy TUIIOBA U O0/IMKa NIPUMEHEHNX Y PeKPeaTUBHOM, TAKMUIaPCKOM
WU JI0BAYKOM CTPenmuapcTBy.® JelaH off OCHOBHUX pasiora 3alliTo je OfyBeK
HOK/IabaHa IoceOHa MaXKimba 00/MMKOBamby U (PUHOj TepUHUIN)H ,,PaIHUX 110-
BpIIVHA HOKA, KAKO OHOT YPE3aHOT y CaMO Te/I0 CTpejie TAaKO M OHUX ITOCeOHO
uspabeHnx o KocTu, pora Wi JpBeTa, jecTe 3alITUTA MHA4Ye CKYIIOLjeHe TeTH-
Be JIyKa of xabamwa u omrehema. [llupuHa oBor >x/beba ofrosapaia je febspu-
HU TeTuBe. Ha OCHOBY OBOT JleTa/ba MOTY Ce Pas3IMKOBATV HOKOBM Ca Y)KUM
XK/beOOM, KOj! je OfroBapao TETUBU CTPE/bAYKOTr JIyKa, Off OHUX Ca LINPUM,
HO/TyMeCevacTUM >K/beOOoM, HaMemheHOM CTpe/laMa Koje Cy usbammBaHe 13 ap-
Tiwbepujckor TopsuoHor opyba (Hrndiarik 2017, 53). Mehyrum, kako je Temo
CTperie 4ecTo M3pahuBaHO Off /IAKOT ¥ MEKOT ApBeTa MM TPCKe ca LIYI/BUM
CPeIMIIBYM Je/IOM, TI0CTOjasa je MOTyhHOCT Ja ce IOf [IejcTBOM yapHe CHare
TeTVBe OHO pacIieny, IITOo 61 He caMO HeraTMBHO yTUI[a/IO Ha MOryhHOCT ofja-
NVBamka, JOMET ¥ MPeLU3HOCT IOroTKa, Beh 61 Morio u ja goBefe 40 moBpe-
ne crpenna (Petculescu 2002, 766). Teno cTpere je cTora ojayaBaHO HaBOjUMA
CTpPYHe OM/BHOT MJIN XMBOTHIHCKOT IIOpeKIa (IMKa ApBeTa, TeTBe) HEOCpen-
HO usHaj Hoka. [Topex Tora kopuirhenu cy u noce6Ho nspabheHy HOKOBM OF

Ciuka 2. ViieatHa peKOHCTpyKallyja IOJI0Kaja HoKa
Ha cTpenu (L[pTex: ayTop).

5 Ha HEONMUTCKMM CTpellaMa Ca HeKOJMIMHE 3aIaJHOEeBPOINCKUX Ha/lasuiuTa uspabenum on
Pas/IMYNTYX BPCTa PacIoNoXMBOr fpBeTa (Opect, Bpba, mecka, 60p) yodeHn cy HOKOBU V
o6ymka 1 Bpyo npenysHe uspaze (Junkmanns 2013, 34-35, Tabelle 14; Callanan 2013, 736-
737, Fig.6. Tab. 2).

6 HoxoBu ofi caBpeMeHNX MaTepyjana Koju ce Hajase Y KOMeplyjalHoj IIOHYAU U MOJIEPHO]
yIOTpeOu jaB/bajy Ce y BMILe PasIMIUTUX OONMKA y 3aBUCHOCTM Off HauMHA Ha KOjU Ce
npuuBpiihyjy 3a Temo crpene. Meby muma ce jaBmajy u Gopme O1mcKe aHTUYKOM HOKY
u3 BumyHanujymMa Koje ce IOMONY IMIMHEPUYHOr NpPORYKeTKAa HAMuK TpHY ymehy y
HIYIUBMHY Te/la CTpejie a MO3HATHU CY IIOf PasIdIMTVM HasuBuMa (press-in nock, press-fit
nock): https://www.lancasterarchery.com/blog/a-basic-guide-to-arrow-nocks/ 27.11.2019.
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pora My KOCTH, Kao IITO je CIy4Yaj U ca Ha-
nmazoM u3 Bummuanumjyma. Oun cy momohy
yCaJHOT TpHA yMeTaHM Y OArosapajyhy
IIYTI/bUHY 3ajjiber fena cTpene. Ha ouysa-
HUM IpMUMepLMMa CTpe/a ca JIOKaJauTeTa
Hypa Eypomnoc y Cupuju, Kacp Mbépum y
Hy6wuju n Haxan Ileenum y Jynmeju, mpu-
MeheHo je a cy jaxaum TeTuBa MIM HOKOBM
Morm 6utn ob6ojeHy pasmuuuTuM 60jaMa
(upBeHa, 1pHa) (Bishop and Coulston 2006,
167-168). OBo je objamrmeHo mOTpebOM 3a
jacHuM obereXxaBambeM CTpe/a PasINInTUX
0 Scm  xapaKTepUCTHKA Koje je CTpefall 3ajefHoO
HOCKO y TOOOIIY U IO OoTpebu 61pao oHy
Crnsnxa 3. Hox 3a crpeny ca KOja OfrOBapa TPEHYTHMM IOTpebaMa WIn
nokammreta Vxa, CroBayka (mpema: ycnosuma 6op6e nm niosa.
Hrndiarik 2016, Fig. 2/3). Hamasu cnamyHmM KomTaHOM HOKY ca
Bumunanujyma OTKpMBEHUM CY TOKOM JC-
Tpa)KMBamba PYMCKMX yTBphema Ha IaHOH-
CKOM JIeny JyHaBcKor auMeca. OHu motmdy u3 AkBuHkyMa (Bir6 et al. 2012,
No. 6.), bpurenuja (Biréd 1994, No. 496.) u pumckor yrBphema Ha TOKamIuTeTy
JleawBap (Leanyvar) kon Vixe (Hrnciarik 2016, 142, Fig. 2/3). YrBpheme xox
Ixe 6M10 je MO3MUIMOHMPAHO HeNaNeKo Off aHTUYKOr bpurenuja y geny ma-
HOHCKOT JIyHaBCKOT JIIMeca KOji je UTPpao IMoceOHO BayKHY Y/IOTY TOKOM Map-
KOMaHCKMX patoBa. OBzie cy npoHabena aBa HOKa Off KOCTU Of KOjUX je jemaH
o4yBaH y 1enoctu (cm. 3).
Omnm cy maToBaHM Ha OCHOBY yC/IOBa Hajasa y mepuoj of kpaja II Beka o
cpenune III Beka (Hrnéiarik 2017, 53, PL. 5/117-118).

Takolbe, komranu HOkOBM IpoHaheHM Cy M Ha T/Iy pMMCKe IPOBUHIMje
Haxuje (cn. 4) y Bojuum noropuma Porolissum, Tibiscum u Micia y xojuma cy
npousBobeHN 3ajefHO ca OCTAIMM elIeMEHTUMa CTpe/badyke oIpeme (OIUIaTe
JIyKa, BPXOBM 3a CTpeJie) Off KOCTY M pora 3a orpede oBjie MPUCYTHUX OpYjeH-
TaMHUX jenuHuia carutapuja (Benea 2003, Fig. VII/1, 12; Petculescu 2002,
766-767, Fig. 5/64-68; Vass 2010, 58). HokoBu 13 YTprel-ba Muwuina patoBa-
Hu y npse tpu tpehune II Beka n onu us Tubuckyma (III Bex) nmajy moce6-
HO yKpallleHy IIOBPIIVHY KOja je OCHM JieKOpaTMBHE yjIore CBaKaKo MMaja u
NpaKkTM4YaH 3Havaj, omoryhasajyhnu fja cTpena crabunamje ,,nexn” y pynm. 3a-
Oene)xeHa Cy ¥ [jBa Hajasa KOIITAHMX HOKOBA U3 faykor yrephema kox Iloja-
He (Poiana) xoju nmperxope puMckoM ocBajamy oBux obmactu (Petculescu and
Nicu 2000, 211, nos. 11-12).

3aHMM/BMBO je [ja Cy KOLITAaHM HOKOBU 32 CTpeJie, MHaue, BP/IO PeTKU Ha-
a3y, IITO je y HeCpa3Mepu ca BEIUKUM OpojeM HEOIXOZHNUX NpPOjeKTmIa KO-
puitheHux y 60p6u ma u Bp/IO YecTUM apXeOJIOLIKMM HajlasyMa BpPXOBa 3a
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CTpersie Of MeTajla WM KOCTIH.
Osa mojaBa ce MOXe 00jacHUTI
pasIM4MUTO a Ipe CBera ydec-
TaMjOM IPAKCOM YypesuBama
HOKa [IMPEKTHO Ha 3ajibU JIeo
OPBEHOr WIM TPIIYAHOT Teja
crpene. Ha cTpemama oTkpu-
BEHVM Ha JIOKAJINTETY Kan Crnka 4. HoxoBu 3a cTperie us puMcKIx yTBphema
N6pum y Hybuju, HOk je 610 y Hakuju: 1, 2: Murpa; 3-5: Tubnckym (mpema:
ype3aH y TPIIYAHO TENO CTpe- Petculescu 2002, Fig. 5).

ne a He u3pabeH o moce6HOTr

MaTepyjasia M HaKHaIHO MMIUTaHTupaH. Takobe, Ha OBUM cTpesraMa youaBajy ce
HaBOjU CTPyHA Ha Jie/ly Te/la OfMaX M3HAJ| HOKA YIMe je OjadaBaH Jieo Te/la CTpe-
Jie Haju3TIOKeHMju JiejcTBY TeTuBe. CMYHA 110jaBa youeHa je M Ha CTpelama ca
KOMITO3UTHIUM Te/IMa HaIlpaB/beHMX Off TaMaplcKa u Tpcke us [lypa Eypomnoca
(Bishop and Coulston 2006, 167-168, Fig. 106/1) xao u Ha onuma n3 Hupmama
Koje cy 6une nspabene op npBeta jaceHa u 60opa (Jorgensen and Petersen, 270,
Fig. 15).

Moxe ce, Takohe IpeTnocTaBUTH fla Cy HOKOBY Ca TPHOM 3a ycahuBame
Moru fia 6yny BehnHoM mspahuBanm o HeKMX IMpONA/BUBMUX OPTaHCKMX Ma-
Tepujajia IOIyT TBpher ApBeTa, OK je ynoTpeba KOMITaHUX IpMMepaka 61Ia
3aXTeBHMja, CKyIUba 1 peha. Komrann HOKOBM ca TpHOM, KaKaB je 1 Hajmas ca
nokanurera Ilehune, cacBuM usBecHO cy KopuirheHM 3a ymeTame y LIYIJbY
YHYTPAIIBOCT TPCKe Off KOje Cy IIpaB/beHe CTpesie Marbe TeXIHe, OpKer 1eTa un
Beher oMeTa anu oceT/pMBMje HA yTHULAj BeTpa. AMUjaH MapijennH npenopy-
gyje ynorpeby TpcKe 3a IpaB/berbe 3aIa/buBuX cTpena (Ammianus Marcelinus
XXIII, 4, 14.). OHe cy, nnax, kopuirheHe Hajpe y 0By anu ¥ IPOTUB HEOKIIO-
IUBEHOT NPOTUBHMKA Ha 060jHOM mosby. [lojenuun ayropu ynorpe6y Tpcke 3a
U3pajly Tela CTpese CMaTpajy MCTOYHAUYKOM TEKOBMHOM, IIPeANocTaBbajyhm,
takobe, ma ce Ha puMcKoM 3amany Buine Kopuctuno apso (Coulston 1985,
268). OBo pmenom noTBphyjy U Hamasy HOKOBa off KOCTU u3 [lakmje OoTKpuBe-
HU yITIaBHOM Y yTBphemuMa y Kojuma cy GopaBuie jenMHuIle OpYjeHTaTHNX
crpenana (Petculescu 2002; Vass 2010, 56). Ha Ty [opme Mesnje motspheno
je TIPUCYCTBO HEKONMMKO jemuHuIa opujeHTanuux crpenaua: Cohors I Cilicum
sagittariorum; Cohors I Cretum sagittariorum; Cohors II Flavia Commagenorum
sagittariorum u Cohors I Antichensium sagittariorum. Kao Mecta muxoBor cra-
LMOHMpama npernocrasbenn cy Haucyc, Hose kop Yesase n Erera anm 3a
Bumunanujym HeMa aupexTHmjux norspaa (Vujovi¢ and Cvijeti¢ 2018, 39-42).
Ynpkoc ToMe, Y 0BOM BaKHOM BOjHOM U YIIPAaBHOM LIeHTPY, 60paBaK CTpe/bad-
KIUX je[IHNIIA MOXKe ce TakoDe o4eKuBary a MOCeGHO y BpeMe C IOYeTKa 3.
BeKa Koje OfIr0Bapa JJaTOBamby KOIITAHOT HOKa ca okanuTeTa Ilehnne. bapcko
OKpY>Keme OKOMHe BuMuHanujyma, puToBy 1 pedne obaje Ioj TpCKOM U po-
ro3y OATOBapajyM Cy He CaMO INMPOKMM MOTyhHOCTMMa JI0Ba Ha Pas3IM4nUTy
nuB/bad Beh U M3paay Makux cTpesna Off OBUX MaTepyjasa.
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Miroslav B. Vujovi¢

ON AN ARROW NOCK FROM VIMINACIUM - CONTRIBUTION
TO THE STUDY OF ROMAN ARCHERY EQUIPMENT IN SERBIA

Summary

We enclose the following paper in this volume dedicated to the 70" birthday
of my esteemed colleague Milo§ Jevti¢, a long-time lecturer at the Department
of Archeology at the Faculty of Philosophy in Belgrade, with the sincere wish
to be followed by good health and cheerful spirit in many years to come. With
this paper we also want to make a modest contribution to the study of Roman
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archery equipment in Serbia and draw attention to the rare archeological find
from Viminacium (Fig. 1). The find was uncovered in a Roman well identified
as a grave G1295 from the locality Pec¢ine at Viminacium (Serbia). The object
was carved in animal bone and its total length is 6cm. It consists of a cylindrical
body (diameter: 0,8cm; length: 2,5cm), on which a V shaped notch with
a rounded lower part is cut (depth: 0,8cm). The weight of the item is 4,39g.
The body continues in the form of a narrow and long pin with circular cross-
section. The object was originally published as a tuning peg (key) for string
instrument (lyre). However, the author concludes that it actually represents a
piece of archery equipment, that is, a nock once implanted on the back of the
arrow shaft made of reed (Fig. 2). Based on the stratigraphy and other finds
from the same layer, the bone nock from Viminacium, up to date the only such
find in Serbia, is dated in the beginning of the 3™ century AD.

Finds similar to the arrow nock from Viminacium were discovered
during an exploration of Roman fortifications on the Pannonian part of the
Danube limes. They originate from Aquincum, Brigetio and the Roman fort
at Lednyvar near Iza. The fort at IZa was positioned in the vicinity of ancient
Brigetio on a part of Danube limes that played a particularly important role
during the Marcommanic Wars. Two bone arrow nocks were found here, one
of which is preserved in its entirety (Fig. 3). They were dated on the basis of
the findings from the end of the 2™ century to the middle of the 3" century.
Bone nocks were also found in Roman Dacia (Fig. 4) in the military camps
Porolissum, Tibiscum and Micia where they were produced, along with other
bone and antler archery equipment (bow laths, arrowheads) for the units of
oriental sagittarii garrisoned here. The nocks from Micia, dating from the first
third of the 2" century and those from Tibiscum (3 century) have a specially
decorated body which, apart from its decorative role, certainly had a practical
significance, allowing the archer to have a better grip while holding an arrow
in the hand. Two finds from the Dacian fort at Poiana, which preceded the
Roman conquest, were also recorded.

Several units of oriental archers were confirmed in Upper Moesia so far:
Cohors I Cilicum sagittariorum; Cohors I Cretum sagittariorum; Cohors II Flavia
Commagenorum sagittariorum and Cohors I Antichensium sagittariorum. As
the places of their permanent camps Naissus, Novae near Cezava and Egeta were
assumed, but there are no direct confirmations for Viminacium. Nevertheless,
in this important military and administrative center, the presence of archers can
also be expected, especially at the time of the beginning of the 3" century, which
corresponds to the date of a bone arrow nock from the site Pe¢ine. Wetland
environment surrounding Viminacium, and river banks overgrown with reeds
and rush matched not only the wide possibilities for various game hunting, but
also the production of light arrow shafts.

Translated by author
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