REFLECTING ON AN ANTIQUE CUIRASS
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Abstract: A Greek bronze cuirass from the 7"-6" century BC appeared on the illi-
cit market in Serbia, discovered allegedly in the valley of the West Morava river.
The author discusses the possibility of this unique find reaching west Serbia and
comes to the conclusion that it is possible.
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Apstrakt: Na crnom trzZistu kod nas pojavio se nedavno na kratko jedan grcki
bronzani oklop iz VII-VI veka pre n. e., naden navodno u dolini Zapadne Mo-
rave. Autor postavlja pitanje da li je moguce da se takav jedinstven nalaz nade u
Srbiji, raspravlja o tome i dolazi do zakljucka da jeste moguce.

Klju¢ne reci: crno trziste, grcki oklop, VII-VI vek pre n. e., dolina Zapadne
Morave.
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An extremely rare and
interesting object appeared on
the illicit market in Serbia. It
appeared and then disappeared,
but fortunately a photo and the
information that it was found in
the valley of the West Morava
river remained (Filipovi¢ i
Vasi¢ 2017, 337-338, sl 1).

It is the front part of a
Greek bronze bell cuirass with
decoration in the form of two
symmetric spirals above and a
rib-cage below (Fig. 1).

These cuirasses are not
frequent: the oldest comes
from Argos and dates to the 8"
century BC. Several cuirasses
were found in Olympia, and
some at various sites on Crete.
The latest group is from
Bulgaria and dates from the 5"  Figure 1. A Greek bronze cuirass from the valley of
century BC (Snodgrass 1964, the West Morava river ().

72-76; Hoffmann 1972, 6-9).

According to the typological details, our cuirass probably belongs to the end of
the 7 or the first half of the 6" century BC, which is confirmed by parallels on
bronze figurines of hoplites (Stibbe 2000, 87-97) and representations on Greek
painted vases from this period (Boardmann 1974, 208).

The find is unique and the question arises, if it is at all possible that it was
found on the territory of Serbia. Perhaps the seller, for reasons known only to
him, brought it to Serbia who knows where from and claimed that it was found
there. We mention this possibility but we shall not take it into account. We shall
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start from the assumption that the cuirass was found where it was originally
claimed. We think this is possible.

In the excavation report from the site Donja Dolina by Bosanska Gradiska
in north Bosnia, at the beginning of the 20™ century, Ciro Truhelka states that
a cuirass was discovered in Donja Dolina but was lost (Truhelka 1903, 529).
Our first thought was that this cuirass could be related to the cuirasses from
Sti¢na and Novo Mesto in Slovenia, dated to the 7™ century BC (Gabrovec
1987, 43-44). This assumption is strengthened by the fact that Donja Dolina,
an important trade centre, maintained constant contacts with Lower Carniola
(Slovenia) from the middle of the 7 century. However, if we compare it to our
newly found cuirass, it is more likely that it was of Greek origin. Namely, two
Illyrian helmets of the middle variant which are dated to the middle of the 7*
to the second half of the 6 century were found in Donja Dolina (Covi¢ 1987,
246). Another Illyrian helmet of the middle variant and a Corinthian helmet
without accentuated calotte which are dated similarly to the Illyrian helmets of
the middle variant were found in Kaptol near Slavonska PoZega, not far from
Donja Dolina (Vinski Gasparini 1987, 193-197). Four Greek helmets from
the end of the 7™ or the first half of the 6™ century found deep in the Balkan
hinterland point with certainty to trade contacts with the south, most probably
with Macedonia, where most of the helmets of the middle variant were found
(Vasi¢ 2010, 38). This import is visible, apart from the arms (helmets, cuirasses,
shields, greaves) also in other forms of material culture found in Donja Dolina:
bronze vessels, jewellery, Macedonian bronzes (Vasi¢ 1975, 81-94). It is
possible, so, that this cuirass was, together with other goods, part of a trade
caravan which travelled from the south to Donja Dolina, where interest in
Greek defensive arms was considerable.

On the way to Donja Dolina, there could have been a misunderstanding
regarding road taxes between the tradesmen and some small tribal band in
the valley of Zapadna Morava, so the cuirass changed hands and came into
possession of a local chieftain, one cannot say with certainty, although such an
assumption is not excluded.

On the other hand, the cuirass was perhaps a gift, dedicated to a
distinguished warlord of the region in exchange for trade benefits that the
traders would obtain. Greek imports in Serbia before the end of the 6™ century
were not numerous, as it was the case from then on, due to the general political
and military situation, caused by the Greco-Persian conflict. Yet, here and
there, one discovers traces of the passage of these caravans towards the north-
west which point out that they were designed to be traded on Serbian territory.
The best example is a fragment of a bronze hydria handle in the shape of a lion
from Pilatovi¢i near Uzicka Pozega, which could be of Spartan origin and is
dated to the end of the 7 or the beginning of the 6™ century BC (Jevti¢ 2016,
257-270; Stibbe 2002, 121-122).
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Who this mighty lord could have been it is difficult to say. The present
Stand of Forschung of the Early Iron Age in West Serbia points possibly to an
ancestor of the princely family of Atenica in Cacak, buried in two large mounds.

The prince of Atenica was buried in a big mound with a complicated
funerary ritual, burned on the chariot, with many goods, bronze vessels,
local and foreign arms, jewellery, including an Etruscan bone box with relief
decoration, and various accessories (Pukni¢ i Jovanovi¢ 1965, 1-25). The date
of the funeral is the end of the 6* century BC. Among the jewellery there are
no fibulae and bracelets, which were a trade mark of the two mighty Central
Balkan tribes, Triballi and Autariatae. They were neither in the prince’s grave
nor in the graves of the princess and their son. This would indicate that the
prince from Atenica did not belong to either of these two tribes.

The ancestors of the prince of Atenica could have governed this region
many decades before the historical battle, mentioned by Strabo (VII, 5, 11)
between the Triballi and Autariatae and the penetration of the Autariatae in the
Cacak region at the beginning of the 5" century BC. One can suppose that it
was a period of peace, prosperity and stability and the rulers, according to their
importance, richness and power, were worthy of special gifts from the south
such as a bronze cuirass.

These are, so to speak, free thoughts of an archaeologist who tried to unveil
the secret of this particular find. I state nothing, I am only trying to find a road
to a satisfactory explanation. I hope that future investigations of this region
will perhaps throw more light on the fate of an antique armour, whose sudden
appearance surprised us all agreeably.

At the end I congratulate our dear Milo§ Jevti¢ on this important occasion
and wish him many more years of happiness, pleasure and archaeological activity.
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Rastko Vasi¢
Razmisljanja o jednom antickom oklopu
Rezime

Na arheoloskom crnom trzistu kod nas pojavio se nedavno jedan izuzetan
i redak predmet, pojavio se i nestao, ali je sre¢com ostala fotografija i podatak
da potice iz doline Zapadne Morave. Re¢ je o prednjem delu grc¢kog bronza-
nog zvonastog oklopa sa ukrasima u vidu dve simetri¢ne spirale na grudima na
gornjem delu i stilizovanom linijom grudnog kosa dole. Ovi oklopi nisu cesti,
najstariji potice iz Argosa i datuje se u VIII vek pre n. e., nadeno je vise prime-
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raka u Olimpiji, kao i na nekoliko nalazi$ta na Kritu. Najkasnija grupa oklopa
iz Bugarske stavlja se u V vek pre n. e. Prema tipoloskim odlikama, reklo bi se
da na$ oklop pripada kraju VII ili prvoj polovini VI veka pre n. e., §to potvrdu-
ju i paralele na bronzanim figurinama hoplita i predstave na grékim slikanim
vazama iz tog vremena.

Nalaz je jedinstven i moze se postaviti pitanje da li je uopste moguce da on
potice sa nase teritorije. Mislim da je to moguce.

U izvestaju sa iskopavanja Donje doline kod Bosanske Gradiske pocetkom
XX veka Ciro Truhelka navodi da je u Donjoj dolini otkriven i jedan oklop koji
je izgubljen. Prva pomisao je da taj oklop treba povezati sa oklopima iz Sti¢ne
i Novog Mesta u Dolenjskoj iz VII veka pre n. e., pretpostavka koja dobija u
tezini jer je Donja dolina, znacajan trgovacki centar, odrzavala od sredine VII
veka pre n. e. stalne veze sa Dolenjskom. Medutim, imajuci u vidu na$ nalaz,
verovatnije ¢e biti da je to bio grcki oklop. Da li je na putu ka Donjoj Dolini
doslo do nesporazuma oko putarine izmedu trgovaca i neke manje plemen-
ske druzine, pa je oklop postao vlasnistvo lokalnog poglavice u dolini Zapadne
Morave, ne moze se reci sa sigurno$¢u mada takva pretpostavka nije iskljucena.

S druge strane oklop je mozda bio poklon, namenjen nekom uglednom
poglavaru upravo u toj regiji u zamenu za povlastice koje bi darodavci imali.
Moze se pretpostaviti da je to bilo vreme mira, prosperiteta i stabilnosti ove
oblasti i ti su vladari po svom znacaju, bogatstvu i mo¢i zavredivali izuzetne
poklone sa juga kao $to je jedan grc¢ki oklop.

107







<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


